
 
 
An introduction to Fortnightly 
Fortnightly is the 102-year-old tradition of formal dancing lessons,  
hosted by the North End Mothers’ Club each fall. It’s a wonderful  
Evanston offering available to all Evanston 6th and 7th graders and it’s a fun  
and welcoming experience for this age group. It continues to be a parent  
favorite because of the lifelong benefits of formal dance training and social  
skills. The students gather and learn to engage with one another in a face to  
face setting outside of the—now typical—texting and tech-driven lifestyle.   
 
Fortnightly is a fundraiser 
The North End Mothers’ Club donates all proceeds from Fortnightly to Evanston  
youth and community organizations through an annual grant-making process. 

 
Who attends Fortnightly? 
The program is open to all 6th and 7th graders within the Evanston  
community. Dance experience is not needed and everyone will catch on  
to the steps. Each student will be mixed in with a vibrant group of middle  
schoolers from across Evanston. Fortnightly is intended to bring youth from  
all areas of Evanston together to create memories and discover that  
learning a few steps is always in fashion, even in modern day. 
 
Dress requirements 
Attire for Fortnightly is dressy. Dressing up not only allows students  
to appreciate a more formal etiquette than their typical everyday  
events, it really does add to the fun and energy in the ballroom.  
Kids should look snappy but it is not meant to be a fashion  
show—there’s no need to wear something different each  
session. These guidelines still allow for students to express  
their personal style. See the attire checklist on the next page. 
 
What’s included in the enrollment fee?  
Your enrollment fee of $150 helps reserve the large ballroom, dance instructors,  
DJ and security officers. Proceeds from this fundraiser go toward Evanston youth  
and community organizations. Scholarships are available upon request. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IN 2018, FORTNIGHTLY 
RAISED FUNDS FOR THESE 
LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 

————— 

 

 

ABOUT THE NORTH END MOTHERS’ CLUB 
————— 

NEMC’s objective is to promote acquaintance, to make a united effort 
toward the development of friendly community service and to benefit youth 
wherever possible. This mission thrives thanks to the dedicated mothers who 
had such a vision back in 1911 and continues with today’s Evanston women. 

 



What to expect during a dance class 
This is a new experience for most middle schoolers and no one  
is expected to have any prior experience! Here’s how it works: 
 
Students are organized into lines while professional instructors teach 
simple dance steps. Once they get the hang of it, they put the steps to 
music and dance with the partner who happens to be in front of them. 
There’s no pressure to ask a partner because the lines will shift, and  
so will your partners. You’ll be surprised how much is learned  
in a single session and how quickly the time goes by! 
 
When dancing with your partner, fingertips are the only  
contact. White gloves not only add to the formality, they  
help make linking hands more comfortable for everyone.  
 
Sometimes there are more girls than boys or vice versa.  
Or, there’s an odd number of students. No worries. Partners  
change often and the instructors walk around the room to  
be sure everyone is getting involved. 
 
For Parent Night, students and parents dance together.  
Just one parent should attend because it gets crowded in  
the ballroom. If a student would rather bring along a grandparent,  
aunt or uncle as their companion, that’s perfectly fine, too! 
 
The Fortnightly season ends with a DJ night. This is when students  
can really loosen up and celebrate their formal dance training.  
Instructors supervise and guide the group through a great time.  
Attire is casual for this class. 
 
Notes for 6th graders 

• Fortnightly is a great way to merge with old and new middle  
school friends 

• In this first-year program, energy is high and the ballroom  
buzzes as students experience something totally new 

• 6th grade enrollment is very popular so sign up early! 
 

Notes for 7th graders 
• During your second year of Fortnightly, the format is familiar and you can jump right in.  

If you did not participate in 6th grade, no problem. You’ll get caught up quickly! 
• From bar mitzvahs to weddings, you may find yourself applying those steps you learned 
• Fortnightly is NOT just for the 6th grade. 7th grade continues the fun and raises funds for  

Evanston youth. Plus, returning students receive a discount  

 
QUESTIONS? Email us at FortnightlyEvanston@gmail.com  

or learn more at northendmothersclub.org/fortnightly. Follow us on  
Facebook @ North End Mothers’ Club and on Instagram @ nemothersclub 

 

 

 

ATTIRE CHECKLISTS 
Students to dress in accordance with 
their gender identity and expression. 

 

————— 
 

• ■ Sport coat or suit 
• ■ Tie  
• ■ Dress pants 
• ■ Dress shoes (no gym shoes) 

 

————— 
 

• ■ White gloves (included in  
      program fee and provided at the  
      first session. Students are  
      responsible for bringing gloves  
      for each session) 

• ■ Dress or skirt and blouse 
• ■ Dress shoes (no gym shoes) 

 
WHAT TO BRING 

 

————— 
 

• There is a coat closet for 
hanging your coat. If you have  
a bag or a purse, it can be 
placed in the coat closet 

• The use of mobile phones in  
the ballroom or lounge is 
prohibited so phones should  
be placed in bags or pockets 


